Fourth Sunday in Ordinary time
February 1, 2015
Come, let us bow
in worship; let us
kneel before the
LORD who made
us.
-Psalm 95:6
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The Presentation of the Lord
Rita & Harry Lee r/o Ellen,
Daughter
Saint Blaise, Bishop
Angie & Frank Suchak r/o Frank
& Barbara Suchak
Weekday
Parishioners
Saint Agatha, Virgin
Cynthia Ellis r/o Mother & Sister
Saint Paul, Martyr
Catherine Nodes r/o OLMV
Altar Rosary Society
Weekday
Purgatorial Society Mass
Margaret Harrity r/o Husband &
Family
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Catherine Canavan r/o Anna
Masessa
Ann Domino in Good Health r/o
Family
Robert Walsh Sr., r/o Petriello
Family
Comunidad Hispana de OLMV

TODAY’S READING’S:
First Reading — Moses spoke to all people, saying:
“A prophet like me will the LORD, your God, raise up
for you” (Deuteronomy 18:15-20)
Psalm — If today you hear his voice, har den not your
hearts (Psalm 95)
Second Reading — Br other s and sister s: I should like
you to be free of anxieties (1 Corinthians 7:32-35)
Gospel — The people wer e astonished at J esus’
teaching; he taught them as one having authority (Mark
1:21-28)

The following “little one” was Baptized on January 25, 2015
Nickolas Gabriel Vivar, son of Segundo & Milagritos Vivar

I Victor Gonzalez & Karen Sanchez
THE YEAR END CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS FOR
TAX PURPOSES CAN BE OBTAINED BY CALLING
THE PARISH OFFICE DURING THE WEEK.
THANK YOU to everyone who was so generous in supporting
last week's Annual Collection for Catholic Education.
Children’s Liturgy
February 15th, 10:00 am Mass
All families are invited to come together for refreshments in the
Church Hall after the 10:00 am Mass.
Mark your Calendars:
Taize Service: March 1
Knights of Columbus Pasta Night: March 7
Lenten Penance Service: March 10
Cultural Diversity Ministry Bake Sale:
March 14—15
Lenten Mass of Anointing: March 21
Baby Shower Collection: March 21—22

LENTEN NOVENA- Our Lenten Novena will begin on
Monday, February 2nd and continue every Monday
through March 30th at 7:00 P.M. in the church. All are
invited.

Week of February 1—7

Altar Flowers
Joseph & Christopher Comune r/o Comune Family

PRAY FOR THE SICK…In your charity please pray for
the sick of our parish, the sick who remain in our intentions and
those whose names are kept on our prayer list in the sacristy.
Prayers are requested for the recent deceased: Mary K. Drake.

“Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of anxieties.”
– 1 Corinthians 7:32
How much anxiety do we bring upon ourselves by constantly
worrying about not having enough or attaining more things?
God won’t necessarily give you everything you want, but He
will provide everything you need. Try this – use the word
“pray” instead of the word “worry” in the future.
January 24—25………………………………………$8862.50
Hispanic Mass…………………………….……………$235.00
Second Collection Catholic Education……………....$2,296.00
Major Renovations…………………………………..…$446.00
Weekly Parish Expenses……………………………$19,246.00

NAOMI TEA…

Sunday, Feb. 8th…12:30 -2PM in Petra House…We welcome
ALL WIDOWS to join us for a gathering to share prayer,
conversation, and refreshments. This is a wonderful
opportunity to meet friends and discover others who have
suffered the same loss. No need to register; just come and
bring a friend or someone who might need a ride or a
personal invitation. Small bite-sized desserts to share are
also appreciated!
INTERFAITH GATHERING…
Join us on Sunday, Feb. 22nd at 12:30 PM in the Parish
Center Cafeteria for an Interfaith Gathering . Ethnic food
will be shared as well as conversation with our Moslem
neighbors. This is a wonder ful oppor tunity to expr ess and
live out what we say when we pray for Peace And Unity.
Please sign your name on clipboards located on tables around
the church so we can have an estimate of how many people
will be coming to share in this gathering. All are welcome…
bring a friend! Call Sr . J ames for mor e infor mation (732609-1091).

IMMEDIATE OPENING - CATECHIST NEEDED !
Communion Preparation Catechist Needed on Tuesdays
(during March/April ONLY) from 6:15-7PM for one
student. Please contact Mrs. Zmigrodski in the Religious
Education Office to volunteer or request more information.
BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS- Our monthly Baptism
Preparation Class will be held Thursday, February 5th at 7:30
P.M. at Petra House. Please call the Par ish Office to
register. Baptism dates may be selected after completing this
one evening of preparation.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Friday, February 6th, 7:30
A.M. until 12:00 noon. Everyone is invited!!!

MINISTRY TO THE HOMEBOUND
We invite you to join in this beautiful ministry of bringing
Communion to those who are ill or homebound in our parish.
You may receive the consecrated Hosts at Mass on Sunday
mornings, or other arrangements may be made that are more
convenient for you or those you serve. If more ministers could
be available, then each would need to visit only one or two shut
-ins weekly, requiring about a half an hour to 45 minutes of
your time, on a day of your choice. Please call the Parish
Office (732-356-2149) to volunteer or Sister James at 732-6091091 for more information. Your time and presence are
urgently needed and greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your
donation
In memory of Rosaria Mazze
Naphtali A. Britman
Diane & Frank grabas
In memory of diana nash
Mr. & mrs. R. Meer
Sheri and Marc urowsky

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“And his fame spread everywhere, throughout
the whole region of Galilee.” Jesus’ ministry is
just beginning and already he is becoming
widely known and respected. He is in a sense “the new kid on
the block!” He speaks with authority, he cures people from
sickness, he teaches, and in today’s passage, he is even able to
cast out demons. The question going through the minds of the
everyday person who encounters Jesus, or even hears about
him, is: “Who is this person; even the demons obey him?”
When Jesus enters a town, the people expect something
“special” to happen, for this is no ordinary guy; no, this is
someone who claims authority from God.
Today we live in a society that has forgotten how to be “awed”
by the presence of Jesus in our everyday lives. The quality of
computer graphics that we have today enables storytellers
(movie and TV writers, etc.) to develop video of such a high
quality that the special effects seem to be truly realistic.
Today, the advances in computer technology make the special
effects seem so much more real than those of the past. I
remember how impressive the movie “The Ten
Commandments” was when I first saw it as a child. Recently it
was on TV. The special effects seemed to be so simple as to be
almost silly, particularly when compared to the effects we can
enjoy today!
It is harder today for the TV and movie
industries to come up with effects that really do make us sit
back and say, “Wow!” Seems that it is harder also for God to
make us sit up and take notice, as well!
Today, science fiction in TV and in the movies, as well as the
creative use of videos in the music industry have had a
profound effect on desensitizing the human family to the power
of our faith experiences. Today, we, as a people of faith, have
slowly come to expect ever more powerful images and “special
effects” as we participate in the experience of religious
worship. Today, many of the “mega-churches” have a large
staff of technicians who put together powerful images: video,
music, dazzling sound and visual effects---all designed to
involve the five senses in a religious experience.
Clearly, mainstream American society is no longer awed by the
presence of the Lord in our everyday lives. The standard ways
in which Americans approach worship are changing, and even
mainstream churches are incorporating visual and audio effects
with the spoken message to enhance the faith experience.
Today we expect to be entertained as well as spiritually
elevated when we participate in a religious service. Sadly,
today many are less inclined to care as much about the message
as about how the message is delivered.
Today we, each of us, need to ask if we are truly “awed” by the
presence of Jesus Christ in our lives. We need to ask this
question: “Has the fame of Jesus spread throughout our
community?” If it hasn’t, and if we are no longer awed by
Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we must look to new ways to
proclaim Him! It is for us, you and me, to spread His fame
throughout all of our community!
In peace and prayer,
Father Pat

THE DEANERY SCHOOL:
HOLY SAVIOR ACADEMY
Holy Savior Academy, 149 South
Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield. Come
tour the pre-kindergarten-through-eighth-grade school
and ask about plans for the upcoming school year,
including our Academic Power Hour and the year-round
pre-kindergarten program for 3- and 4-year-olds. Visit
with our faculty and staff as well as with school parents
and students. For more information, call 908-822-5890
or visit www.holysavioracademy.com.
CATHOLIC SCHOOL TUITION ASSISTANCE
APPLICATIONS FOR 2015—2016 NOW AVAILABLE
Applications for financial aid through the Diocese of Metuchen
Tuition Assistance Program for the 2015—2016 school year
are now available at all diocesan elementary and secondary
schools. Completed applications must be mailed to Private
School Aid Service, postmarked no later than Tuesday, March
31, 2015. To obtain an application form, please contact the
Principal or the main office of the school where the student is
registering. A printable version of the form, both English and
Spanish, is also available on the diocesan website at (http://
Tinyurl.com/DOM-TuitionAssistance).
Holy Savior Academy Spring Splendor Tricky
Tray: Holy Savior is hosting its Spring Splendor Tricky
Tray Saturday, April 18, 2015 at the school. Doors open at
6:30 pm. Tickets are limited and will be sold at Holy
Savior on February 20 (2:00—7:00pm). All proceeds will
benefit educational programs. For more information call
908-822-5890.
CROCHETTIERS AND KNITTERS
For those of you who are new, The Project Linus, we are a
national non-profit organization and we offer comfort and
security to children going through a crisis through the gift of
handmade blankets. Blankets are needed for all age groups
from infant to adolescents. The blankets are distributed to
hospitals in the area and given to police for children involved
in accidents.
We have expanded the Linus project to include baby blankets
to our new-born children on the occasion of their baptism into
our church. We are looking for pastel colored knitted or
crocheted blankets. Blankets can be dropped off in the parish
office.
Fish, Inc. Food Collection. Thank you! For your response
to our monthly food collection was overwhelming! Many
generous parishioners took advantage of the food stores’
annual “Can-Can” sales and donated literally cases of canned
goods and pasta products. God bless you for your kindness and
generosity to the needy in our area. 114 bags of food and 2
cases of canned goods were delivered to FISH INC.
Next Food Collection is February 14-15
OLMV ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
“HELP LINE”

732-356-2149 option 6

All calls for assistance are confidential
VEHICLE DONATION PROGRAM:
donate a running or non-running vehicle to help the less fortunate.
To do so please call the help line at 732-356-2149 option 6

2014 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Life-Changing Faith
Your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal supports the Office
for Multi-Cultural Ministries which helps people of different
ethnicities, cultures and tongues to remain connected to their
Catholic roots by facilitating spiritual and pastoral care in a
religious environment that is familiar to them. It also fosters
among all Catholics a spirit of greater collaboration in living
out the Catholic faith by promoting a greater respect and understanding for each other’s ethnic, cultural and linguistic differences.
Your gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal helps to make Building Intercultural Competence for Ministers Workshops available for parish staff and volunteers.
Catholic Charities is currently seeking volunteers for the
Connections Program. This program provides positive adult
role models for children who have suffered loss or who have
special needs.
Do you:
1. Have a minimum of three hours a week to offer to a child?
2. Like having fun?
3. Want to make a difference in a child’s life?
4. Enjoy being a positive role model?
Then call Jeanette Cullen at (732) 738-1323 OR email at
jcullen@ccdom.org for more information.
Coach Bag Bingo
To Benefit
The Middlesex 12 U Travel Baseball
Friday, Feb. 6, 2015
Held at OLMV (church basement)
(doors open at 7, drawing begins at 8)
$35 in advance, $45 at door
Includes 3 boards per round (15 rounds)
Water, soda, coffee and dessert included
Door Prize drawing
Additional raffle drawings
For tickets and questions contact
Mary Kozak @ 732-356-1122 or
Email cmkozak@ymail.com
<<<<<<<<<<RINCÓN ESPAÑOL >>>>>>>>>>
NOTAS DEL PADRE PAT…
Lectores: Oportunidades para servir durante
Misa. Para mas información llamar a Gabriella al
732-356-2149 ext. 1001.
Monaguillos: Todo niño que tenga su primera
comunión y desee colaborar como Monaguillo
puede hacerlo llamando a nuestra oficina para
mas información.
Si desean llevar la Virgen a sus hogares lo
puede hacer registrándose en la parroquia de
Lunes a Jueves de 8:30 am—2:00 pm.
Clases de Inglés: Miércoles a las 6:00 P.M. en el
Centro Parroquiano.

